
We couldn’t finish the term without one more 

letter and I thought this might be an 

excellent time to recap on some of the events 

at Acorns over the past year. 

Acorns began the year with a really healthy 

number of children on the register. Finally, it 

seemed, word was getting out about our 

excellent facilities and wonderful learning 

opportunities for children. This was largely 

due to the persistence of Claire and the 

committee, promoting the setting at every 

available opportunity.  I am pleased to say this 

has continued through the year and, although 

losing 14 children to school, we are due to 

start back in September 2013 with equally 

good numbers. 

In January we returned following the 

Christmas break to a newly decorated 

playroom. This was such a treat, particularly 

for the staff, and the room has felt so much 

lighter and brighter ever since. One of the 

main changes was the lowering of the display 

boards, this has helped the children to be able 

to be far more active in preparing the boards 

as they are able to put up their own creations 

and it also means they are now able to see 

what is on the board and therefore reflect 

and recap on their learning.  

Also in January we had our first trip into the 

woods. It had seemed like we had waited such 

a long time, but, the children were so well 

prepared and looking back it was probably for 

the best, as they had learnt all about safe 

boundaries and, once in the woods, were able 

to follow the safety procedures we had put in 

place.  

January seems such a long time ago now and 

the children have had a wonderful time each 

Wednesday in the woods, their ability never 

fails to astound me and I am sure, by 

delivering this style of learning, the children 

we send on to school this year are more able 

and better prepared because of it. 

 

Other learning that has happened throughout 

the year has included learning about other 

areas of the world through the story Handa’s 

Surprise and mathematical learning through 

the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. We have 

had a visit from Zoo Lab and have visited 

Beanhill Farm to see the lambs in addition to 

our summer outing to the Cotswold Wildlife 

Park. 
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It hasn’t only been the children learning this 

year. Amanda has completed her level 3 

Forest School training as well as attending 

courses to learn about ECAT (Every child a 

Talker) and children’s involvement levels. 

Michelle has continued to attended courses to 

improve her knowledge and skills particularly 

for speech and language and also for other 

areas of additional needs. Sam has also 

completed ECAT training in addition to Child 

Protection and also a course to note and 

promote characteristics of effective learning. 

As for me, well I am sure everyone already 

knows I have, after 4 years, completed my 

degree. I am extremely proud to be able to 

say I will graduate with a first class honours 

degree in Early Years Care and Education. 

However, I am sure you will appreciate this 

amount of work is not achievable alone and for 

that reason I would like to thank Michelle, 

Sam and Amanda for continually helping  and 

supporting me and humouring me every time I 

have decided to introduce something new! 

Thank you also to Claire Kennedy who 

painstakingly proof read all my work this year, 

correcting my punctuation when necessary, 

and the committee for permitting me to carry 

out my research. Additionally I would like to 

thank all of the parents who gave permission 

for their children to participate in my work 

and who also supported me by filling in 

questionnaires and feedback forms. And 

finally a huge THANK YOU to all of you who so 

generously contributed towards the gift I was 

given on Saturday, a Debenhams gift card, I 

intend to buy something special to mark the 

occasion. 

This year many of the children attending 

Acorns have been from outside of the village 

and it was for this reason that Acorns decided 

to break with tradition and chose not to 

participate in the Christian Malford Primary 

School church service. With 14 children 

leaving and only 7 going to Christian Malford 

School, it was decided that we would have our 

own celebration at Pre-School. This happened 

at our family bar-b-q on Saturday 20th July. 

The children were all presented with 

certificates of achievement and a book, 

following the reading of a poem written for 

them by Michelle. 

We wish all of our leavers the very best of 

luck in their new schools. 

 

 

 

We end the year and indeed the term in 

brilliant sunshine and hope that this continues 

into our long summer break. Michelle, Sam 

Amanda and myself would like to wish 

everyone of you a happy and safe holiday, we 

thank you for your continued support this year 

and look forward to seeing many of you again 

in September, 

Take care, 

Paula     
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